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“We must reverse certain 

aspects of our current   

approach to education.” 

“Values Attitudes and     

Behaviours pertaining to 

independent and critical 

thinking, creativity and 

problem solving skills are 

hindered due to greater 

emphasis on promoting 

conformity and orthodoxy 

within schools.” 

- Vision 2030 

Sacoda Team at the STEM Fair 2017  

WELCOME… WELCOME!!!  

Welcome to our newsletter! We are Sacoda Serv Ltd. the company 

that is responsible for providing the project management for the Shell 

Trinidad and Tobago STEM Project.  

We are so excited to keep you informed of all of the activities that are 

happening in this programme. Get your copy of STEM Newsletter 

every quarter at participating schools or check our website or 

Facebook page for your e-copy.  

The quotation at caption from the Vision 2030 document encapsulates everything 

that we hope to achieve by the thrust in STEM Education. The promotion of STEM 

education has received  global attention due to its link with overall competitiveness, 

innovation and economic performance. In Trinidad and Tobago, the situation is even 

more urgent, since the country earns much of its revenue  its from  an extractive 

sector, vulnerable to the vagaries of external market forces. 

Developing capacity in STEM is therefore not only critical to remaining competitive in 

this sector, but also to efforts at economic diversification that demand creative, inno-

vative and problem solving capabilities.  

EDITOR’S NOTE 

Shell Trinidad and 

Tobago STEM Initiative  

In Trinidad and Tobago, the project seeks to build awareness, interest and competence in STEM subjects 

and expose students to the range of careers available.  Participants undergo interactive workshops and 

exposure to various occupations within the STEM disciplines.  

The programme commenced in 2014 with Saturday workshops for the Top SEA performers from Central 

Block (Moruga and environs) and the North Coast Marine Area (NCMA, Maracas to Blanchicheusse) who receive Shell bursaries.  

During this phase, the programme expanded to fence line communities of the East Coast Marine Area (ECMA) and incorporated 

schools from the Port of Spain and Victoria districts 

Participating Schools: 

Port of Spain and Environs Education District: Trinity College at Moka | East Mucurapo Secondary| Woodbrook Secondary 

|Belmont Boys Secondary | Tranquillity Secondary| Queen’s Royal College 

Victoria Education District: San Fernando Central Secondary | Debe Secondary| St. Benedict’s College| Gasparillo Secondary | 

San Fernando East Secondary| Pleasantville Secondary 

South Eastern Education District: Cowen Hamilton Secondary | St. Stephen’s College 

Shell supports STEM 

Education in several 

countries  



The Cowen Hamilton Team—Unite 

to Ignite won the Richard 

Braithwaithe Communication Award 

for their extraordinary presentation 

skills.  

ABOUT THE AWARD  

The Award for Communication is in 

the name of the late Richard 

Braithwaite who achieved excel-

lence in the field of Communica-

tions. He was one of the architects 

of the STEM programme and 

passed away during the early stages 

of its development. 

His accomplishments in the fields of 

Strategic Communications, Commu-

nity Relations, Corporate Communi-

cations, Employee Relations, Public 

Relations and Crisis Communica-

tions were only eclipsed by his deep 

love and caring for people. He had 

great belief in his countrymen and 

he thought that the way that he 

could make a difference in the    

development of his country was 

through his passion for Community 

Development and Sport.  

Richard was a sports administrator 

and strategic communication      

consultant--extraordinaire. 

Winners of the 2017 Richard Braithwaite Communication Award: Cowen  Hamilton Secondary—Unite to 
Ignite.  Pictured with Mrs. Paula Brathwaite (widow of the late Richard Baithwaite (left) and Mrs. Sandra 
Perkens (Sister of the late Richard Braithwaite (right).  

STEM FAIR 2017 
What is the STEM Fair 2017? 

STEM Fair Winners San Fernando Central Secondary presenting their Smart Bin.  

The STEM Fair was held on January 20th. at the NESC Auditorium and was  a collab-

orative effort among The Ministry of Education, Shell Trinidad Ltd, NIHERST with co-

ordination undertaken by Sacoda Serv Ltd and Another Idea. The event attracted a 

total of 1,250 persons, with students accounting for 90% of attendees.  

Ministry of Education officials, school principals, teachers and parents,  all witnessed 

the output of learning and creativity  from the students involved in the Student Support 

Programme. There was also a guest exhibit  from the Five Rivers Secondary School 

Science Club. All STEM groups presented before their colleagues and a    selected 

panel of judges. 

The fair provided an opportunity for students to display their STEM projects as well as 

enable the promotion of STEM careers to students. It also created a platform for the 

exchange of information and the sharing of ideas around STEM Education within the 

school system. 

In addition to the student exhibitions, there was a STEM show throughout the morning 

period of the fair. STEM crowd favourites Mad Science and Agriman (Agriculture su-

perhero)  kept both younger and older members of the audience engaged during their 

mini Science Shows. 

The STEM Fair 2017 was an overall success!  

STEM Fair Winners 

T^2 (Team Trash) Smart Bin 

 
The teams were asked to solve a problem in their 

school or community and this team decided to tackle 

the issue of garbage. With trash piling up all over the 

school, the Smart Bin was designed to encourage 

students to place the litter in the bin. The bin opens 

and closes for itself so that users do not have to 

touch the bin while reinforcing this good behaviour 

through rewards of a compliment to all the users.  

Richard Braithwaite 

 Communication Award 

Richard Braithwaite 

 Communication Award 



Saturday Workshops:                  
      Academic Programme 
Students participate in workshops on Saturdays in North and South Trinidad from 9am to 

1pm. The Academic programme workshops are designed for students from forms 1-3 at the 

participating schools. During these sessions students explore aspects of coding, seismic 

education, physical sciences, aviation, mathematics, critical thinking activities and STEM 

challenges.  

Exploration of these topics occur during interactive activities and lectures by resource per-

sonnel from companies or individual experts as well as field trips to industry and other places 

of interest. Students also get the opportunity to expand their knowledge of STEM careers.  

 

STEM 

CHALLENGES 

The STEM Challenge aims to 

develop in students the practi-

cal application of a combina-

tion of underlying concepts 

and principles of the various 

curriculum-disciplines that fall 

under STEM.  

The STEM Challenge Activi-

ties cover the subject area of  

Mathematics, Physics, Biology 

and Chemistry just to name a 

few.  

The activities also seek to de-

velop the 21st. Century skills 

of the students as they relate 

to teamwork, communication, 

creative and critical thinking 

(problem solving) skills of the 

students.  

Example of Challenge 

 Catapult Challenge —the 

utilisation of a popular school 

time activity to explain con-

cepts in Physics– tension, 

torsion and gravity . 

This integration has proven to 

be very popular among stu-

dents, increasing their interest 

in the STEM based concepts 

behind everyday activities.  

Students at San Fernando Central participating in the Catapult  STEM Challenge 

TECHNICAL TRAINING 
STEM is not only about the academics! Technical skills are critical to industry in general and the Oil and Gas sector in part icular. The STEM 

programme engages students who are 14-16 years old and have an interest in technical careers. The objective of the programme was to 

expose students to the practical application of the subjects that they were doing in school. These programmes are facilitated by three institu-

tions who have a reputation in the area: MIC Institute of Technology, Automation Technology College (ATC) and the KENSON School of Pro-

duction Technology. 

A total of one hundred and sixteen (116) students participate in the various Programmes with the largest number enrolled at ATC – sixty (60)      

students; followed by KENSON – thirty six (36) students and MIC with twenty (20) students. 

The length of the Programmes vary from six months – ATC, to three years – MIC. They are designed to introduce, expose and engage the 

students in the areas of Basic Technology Skills, Applied Engineering Science, Industrial Technology, Welding, Robotics, Information Tech-

nology Applications, Electrical & Industrial Maintenance, as well as Career Guidance Life Skills and Communication. A new tra ining cycle 

commences in September 2017 and we hope to have even more institutions on board.  



Technical Training programme participants 

from Mucurapo East  and San Fernando edu-

cation districts at the MIC and KENSON 

Technical Training Programmes.  

La Brea Pitch Lake Field Trip  

In February, schools in the Port of Spain and  Environs 

Education District and the NCMA students participated 

in a field trip to the La Brea Pitch Lake.  

The students were excited to learn about the history 

of the lake as well the process of extraction of the raw 

material/s used for the pitch manufacturing process. 

MIC— Mucurapo East 

MIC— Mucurapo East 

KENSON 

ALL SMILES 
Upgraded Labs at Cowen Hamilton Secondary 

From right : Dr. the Honourable Lovell Francis, School Principal Mrs. Small and Shell Representative  
Leslie Bowrin smile for a picture at the unveiling of the upgraded labs at Cowen Hamilton Secondary.  

Cowen Hamilton Secondary located in Moruga is the programme venue 

for the Top SEA programme in the Central Block area. The biology, 

physics and chemistry laboratories however were in need of an upgrade 

to house additional students and provide modern equipment and meth-

ods for students of the school.  

On February 9th the upgraded labs were officially opened by Minister in 
the Ministry of Education Dr. the Honourable Lovell Francis, Cowen 
Hamilton Principal; Mrs Natalie Small, Shell representatives Leslie 
Bowrin and Ms. Nneka Mentore along with Sacoda Serv Ltd personnel.  



Sacoda Serv Ltd 

We are the project    

managers for the Shell 

STEM Programme in 

Trinidad and Tobago.  

Give us a call for more 

information. 

 

Sacoda Serv Ltd 

29 Tenth Avenue,  

Barataria,  

Trinidad and Tobago 

(868) 223-8650 

stem@sacodaserv.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.sacodaserv.com 

CEM Assessment 

An evaluation tool from the Centre for Evaluation & 

Monitoring (CEM)  based in the UK is being utilized in the 

STEM Programme. This institution is a leader in the 

provision of assessment and monitoring systems  including 

baseline, curriculum, non-curriculum, attitudinal, 

diagnostic and entrance tests. 

The CEM Assessments are being conducted to understand 

student strengths and weaknesses to further decide on 

programmes that can help them while also tracking the 

extent to which the STEM programme is helping.  

The assessments include modules covering vocabulary, 

mathematics, non-verbal ability and skills.  This evaluation 

tool assists in understanding the students needs and allows 

us to provide meaningful interventions.  

We constantly remind students—”THIS IS NOT A TEST!” 

What's Next? (April-June) 
EASTER CAMP 

The Shell STEM Easter Camp will be held at the Bishops Anstey/Trinity 

College East from April 10th -13th 2017 for Top SEA Bursary students in 

Forms 1&2. The theme for this year’s camp ‘STEM = Life.’ The students 

will be exposed to several areas of STEM through lectures, games, ex-

periments and other interactive learning activities and they will attend 

field trips to locations that are compatible with the theme of the Camp. 

FIELD TRIPS 

The schools in the Victoria Education District and the Central Block will 

participate in field trips to the House of Angostura, Fernandes Compound 

on April 8th and 19th. They will learn about the history of the House of 

Angostura and the Siegert family as well as the manufacturing process 

for many of its products. 

YOUTH CONSULTATION 

The STEM Youth Consultation will be held on April 29th, at the University 

of Trinidad and Tobago (UTT), Chaguanas Campus. The Youth Consul-

tation will solicit the views of the youth stakeholders on the future of 

STEM Education in Trinidad and Tobago.  

Themes relating to sustainability, technology, the environment, careers 

and economic diversification will be explored during this session. 

Ultimately, the goal is to increase the pool of students opting to pursue 

STEM education. 

@stemprogramtnt 


