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STEM TECHNICAL
TRAINING CLOSING
CEREMONIES

Term 1 of the 2018/2019 academic year ended with a host of
celebrations as the Sacoda team co-ordinated with the
various technical training institutions to host the closing
ceremonies for three STEM Technical Training Programmes.
Automation Technology College (ATC,) MIC Institute of
Technology – Tobago and National Energy Skills Centre
(NESC).

ATC CLOSING CEREMONY
The students of East Mucurapo Secondary School began
their STEM Technical Training sessions in February
2018 and concluded their sessions in September 2018. .
The Closing Ceremony was held at East
Mucurapo Secondary School and was attended by the
students, their parents/guardians and other specially
invited guests from the Ministry of Education, Shell
Trinidad & Tobago Limited, Sacoda Serv Ltd., East
Mucurapo Secondary School and Automation
Technology College (ATC).
Ms. Tiffany St John of Sacoda Serv Ltd. delivered the
welcome remarks whilst special remarks and greetings
were delivered by Mr. Ryan West of ATC, Mr. Leslie
Bowrin of Shell Trinidad and Tobago Limited, Mr. Derrick
Phillip of East Mucurapo Secondary School and Mrs.
Tricia Gilkes of the Ministry of Education. The feature
speaker, Mr. Rondell Frank, STEM Coordinator of Shell
Trinidad and Tobago Limited delivered an inspiring
address, speaking to the students about the lessons he
learnt and continue to learn from his own experiences as
a young person in Secondary School.

"Progressive education
systems are recognizing
this (intelligence is
diverse, distinct and
dynamic)
and are treating
all subjects equally."
- Rondell Frank

All participants received their certificates and a full
scholarship for ATC’s Solar Panel Installation Course
was awarded to Andrew Young.
.

- Most Outstanding Students (L-R) Kasim John, Shakeel Glasgow-Richards
& Kasim John, alongside Solar Panel Installation scholarship winner Andrew Young (far right)
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- Students and representatives from the Ministry of Education, Shell Trinidad and Tobago and MIC

MIC TOBAGO CLOSING CEREMONY
On Saturday 24th November 2018 the first cohort of students of the STEM MIC Tobago Technical Training Programme
graduated from the programme.
The programme commenced in January 2018 and concluded in October 2018. The closing ceremony was held at the
MIC Institute of Technology's Tobago Technology Centre, the ceremony was attended by the students, their
parents/guardians and other specially invited guests from the Division of Education, Innovation & Energy, Tobago House
of Assembly, Ministry of Education, Shell Trinidad & Tobago Limited, Sacoda Serv Ltd., the participating secondary
schools and instructors from the MIC Tobago Technology Institute.
Ms. Karen Lynch of Sacoda Serv Ltd. delivered the welcome
remarks whilst special remarks and greetings were delivered by Mr.
Christopher Leith of MIC, Mr. Alan Redhead of Shell Trinidad and
Tobago Limited and Mrs. Tricia Gilkes of the Ministry of Education.
The feature speaker, Dr. Verleen Bobb-Lewis, Technical Advisor to
Chief Secretary & Secretary of Education, Innovation and Energy,
The Honorable Kelvin Charles, Division of Education, Innovation &
Energy delivered an energetic address, throwing out a challenge to
the successful participants as she shared her childhood memories
with the participants. “I want to see you as innovators take the
concepts of the old traditional toys and ideas we made right here in
Tobago and making them into something that you could build and
even export” said Dr. Bobb-Lewis.

Dr. Verleen Bobb-Lewis, Division of Education, Innovation &
Energy

All participants received their certificates and special prizes were
awarded for 'Most Outstanding Student' - Akiem Knights –
Goodwood Secondary School, 'Most Disciplined Student' - Je'heili
Frank – Speyside High School, and 'Most Innovative Student' Akeem Boxill – Signal Hill Secondary School.
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Akiem Knights receives his special award 'Most Outstanding Student'
from Karen Lynch, Sacoda Serv Ltd

NESC CLOSING CEREMONY
The National Energy Skills Center’s (NESC) vision ‘To be the premier technical training provider in the development
of a competent, innovative and entrepreneurial workforce by transforming human capital through the application of
advanced experiential learning methodologies’ aligns with the intent of the STEM Programme. The NESC’s first
cohort of STEM participants commenced their programme in January 2018 and ended in November 2018.
The ceremony was held on Saturday 1st
December 2018 at the NESC’s Auditorium
with specially invited guests from the
Ministry of Education, Shell Trinidad and
Tobago, NESC, Sacoda Serv Ltd, the
participating secondary schools, and
parents/guardians of the students.
Ms. Karen Lynch of Sacoda Serv Ltd.
delivered the welcome remarks whilst
special remarks and greetings were
delivered by Mr. Leslie Bowrin of Shell
Trinidad and Tobago Limited, Ms. Lisa
Joseph of NESC and Mrs. Tricia Gilkes of
the Ministry of Education. The feature
speaker, Mr. Rohan Kanhai General Auto
& Diesel Mechanics Facilitator from NESC
gave the students very sound advice
during his address.

The Graduates | 2018

Students received their certificates of
completion, amid words of commendation
and motivation from all speakers. The
NESC provided special awards for
participants based on attendance and
performance.
Graduates; Christopher Lee Foon and
Pharrell Neehall – both from St. Anthony’s
College – received awards for ‘Perfect
Attendance’.
‘Outstanding Performance’ awards were
received by Darron Thompson – St.
Anthony’s College (first place) Mikhail
Street – St. Anthony’s College (second
place) and Kyron Constantine – St.
Francis Boys’ College and Josiah Guy –
Trinity College, Moka (third place).

Students receive their certificates of completion

CONGRATUALTIONS TO ALL OF THE
PARTICIPANTS!
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Most Outstanding & Perfect Attendance students: (L-R)
Pharrell Neehall, Mikhail Street, Darron Thompson &
Christopher Lee Foon

STEM ACHIEVERS
ARIEL SAUNDERS
Congratulations to Ariel Saunders– first generation student
of the STEM Programme at Cowen Hamilton Secondary
School.
Ariel graduated in October 2018 from the University of the
West Indies with a B.S. in Political Science and a minor in
International Relations and Public Sector Management.
Ariel has big dreams for STEM in the Caribbean. He
aspires to become a future policymaker and leader with
hopes of becoming Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago
one day. As part of his dreams as a policymaker, he hopes
to drive a greater emphasis on innovation and the
development of STEM education in the public education
system in Trinidad and Tobago.
“We need more scientist indigenous to the Caribbean…
and an environment that can accommodate more students
pursuing science and technology” says Ariel.

SHAZARA BASSARATH
Congratulations to Shazara Bassarath, a recent
graduate of the University of the West Indies with a
BSc. Electrical and Computer Engineering.
Shazara is a first generation student of the bursary
programme developed by Shell Trinidad and Tobago.
Shazara always displayed an enthusiasm about the
real-world application of science and technology that
she was exposed to during the programme. Now after
completing her undergraduate degree, Shazara looks
forward to using the practical knowledge gained from
the programmed to manifest her ideas into a reality in
her field as an Electrical and Instrumentation Engineer.
“My goal in my career field is to become one of the
greatest Electrical Engineers the world has ever
witnessed. Engineering is seen as a male dominated
field, making it difficult to be taken seriously as a
female engineer, however, I would like to change this
ideology.” says Shazara. Ultimately she hopes to make
a major difference in the world…
The STEM Programme is proud to be part of the
development of a new generation of innovators in the
field of STEM like Shazara Bassarath.
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STEM ACTIVITIES- THIS TERM
Cowen Hamilton Secondary School- DISASTER COURSE
GAME

'HURRY
GAME'

Disaster Preparedness continues to be both an international & a
national challenge. Recently, Trinidadians and Tobagonians were
faced with the challenges associated with disaster risk
management & the fact that an understanding of all phases of the
disaster management cycle are critical to all citizens.
How do we prepare students to be ready when disaster
strikes?
Students at Cowen Hamilton Secondary received a hands-on
lesson in disaster preparedness. The session started with an
interactive presentation on Natural Disasters, the types of natural
disasters that occur in Trinidad and Tobago and preventative
measures that should be taken before, during and after a natural
disaster.

'SURVIVAL'

This then guided the activity of the day where students had to
create a disaster course board game. Working in groups students
used their knowledge from the lesson & their critical and creative
thinking skills to come up with one natural disaster, identify various
obstacles and one safe place in the course of the game. For the
players the goal is to survive the natural disaster.
Each team came up with their own game based on the guidelines.

St Stephen's College - Oil-Spill Simulation
Oil is one of the most valuable resources. However, tapping into this resource comes with both risk and
responsibility. Oil spills are a major risk and a challenge facing the industry. Students at St. Stephen’s College
learned about the conditions and impact of oil spills and were given the responsibility of cleaning up ‘oil-spills’ in
this simulation activity.
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FACILITATOR FOCUS: Q+A

PAULA MARCELLE

Q+A

Paula Marcelle
guides students use
of the Snap
Electronic Kit
during a hands-on
session on
'Electricity'

1. When did you start facilitating in the programme?
I started facilitating in the programme in April 2017
2. Why did you decide to join the STEM programme?
Over the years when I meet people I have recognized
that there is negative perception of the STEM subject
areas. I would like to change the view that STEM is
difficult and irrelevant. Thus, I am keen on science
popularization through showing the application of
science in everyday life. I also like science and would
like to see more students, particularly girls interested in
science and choosing STEM subjects at the CSEC level.
STEM education is popular in developed countries, so I
am happy that a programme such as this is available in
this country.
3. What are your hopes for the programme?
I hope that this programme gets continued sponsorship
and that schools in rural communities and Tobago have
access to the programme.
4. What were your initial expectations of the
programme?
I was a bit skeptical on my first day, as I didn’t know
what to expect. This is particularly so as I did not know
the students. However, I was able to quickly develop a
rapport with the students.
5. What changes have you seen since you first
started? There has been a greater interest by students
and parents and class sizes are increasing.
6. What subject/s are you teaching?
I teach Physics, but I also teach the four C’s of 21st
century skills: critical thinking, creativity, collaboration
and communication.
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7. How does the subject area you’re teaching play
into the development of T&T and the globe?
Physics provides fundamental knowledge needed for
future technological advances, which if explored will lead
to a highly skilled workforce. It is an important element
for many occupational areas, and thus it enhances our
understanding of science issues. A population that
understands science issues can also make more
informed decisions. Additionally, through the activities
associated with the session’s students will become
resourceful as they can use materials they have to solve
problems. This can translate to environmental
sustainability in the country’s development.
8. Why do you think your subject area is important
for students?
Physics is essential for life
9. What is unique or engaging about your sessions?
Each session is different, but we have practical sessions
using kits, or recyclable materials, game-based learning,
presentations Students are involved in design thinking
and innovation.
10. What do your sessions involve?
If you visit my sessions, there is a mix of both theory and
practical aspects. The theory is important as all students
are not at the same form level, whilst hands-on activities
bring the theory to life. My sessions also involve critical
thinking, questioning, and discussion on current science
events.

CARIRI’S
MIC CODING FUNDAMENTALS
The team at the Microsoft Innovation Centre held a
Coding Fundamental workshop with selected schools
over a two month period. The team covered topics such
as: ‘Why is Computer Science and STEM important’,
‘Programming Basics', and 'Coding with Unity and Visual
Studio IDE Programme'. Sessions took place at
Microsoft Innovation Centre with the following schools:
30th Oct - Blanchisseuse High School
12th Nov - Trinity College, Moka
13th Nov - Debe Secondary School
14th Nov - Cowen Hamilton
The final session will be held in January 2019 with St
Francis Boys’ College.

Stay connected with the STEM Programme

Trinidad and Tobago STEM
Programme

@shellstemprogrammett

The Trinidad and Tobago STEM Programme is under the management of Sacoda Serv Ltd

